
St. Martin’s
 Parish Church

4 Magdalene Drive
Edinburgh EH15 3DB

We seek to reflect the Welcoming, All Embracing Love of  God
We seek to Deepen Faith, Friendship and to do Justice

PRAY more . . . TRUST more . . . SERVE more . . .  

Parish Profile
A congregation of  the Church of  Scotland: Scottish Charity Number: SCO13918



Who are we?. . .
We are a small, active, welcoming church 
in South East Edinburgh, serving the 
communities of  Magdalene, Bingham and 
surrounding areas. 

Under the current plan for the Presbytery 
of  Edinburgh, St Martin’s is a Reviewable 
Charge; we have permission to call a minister 
for five years and that arrangement will be 
reviewed at the end of  the period. The draft 
basis of  reviewable charge is available on our 
website.

We meet together in a modern and flexible church building.  We use contemporary music as well as 
traditional, and an informal style of  worship. We are each on our own Christian journey, whether we are 
new to the faith or re-discovering the radical message of  Jesus. We believe that God has led us here to 
reach out to others in these communities.  We know that He walks with us on our journey of  faith and 
if  we are open to God’s message and love, He will work in us, with us, and through us.

At present our Attested Roll numbers 86 with a 
normal attendance on a Sunday around 40 plus 
but  can be substantially more when our young 
people are involved.  We have the Model Deed 
Constitution with twelve Elders and four Board 
members.



Our specific strengths. . .
Our family church gives us great opportunities to 
be church in a new and different way.  Our aim is to 
embrace and embody the radical values that Jesus stood 
for.

We aim to be proactive in serving our local community 
and supporting each other in the faith.

Around 50% of  our members come along to worship 
each Sunday, and we have a good number also involved 
in community outreach.  

Each outreach activity comes from a suggestion made 
by one of  our church family, together with an offer to 
develop and lead.  The latest of  these is a regular ‘Quiet 
Time’, when we will be open to give a quiet time for 
contemplation and prayer, and lighting of  a candle.

We could in no way be described as a wealthy church, but 
we try to ‘punch above our weight’ in charity giving.  

We use our AV system and large screen each Sunday and enjoy contemporary uplifting Christian songs.

Our modern multi-purpose Sanctuary enables us to offer regular and cafe-style informal worship, and 
allows us to set up the Sanctuary for our midweek activities.

We are open to new ideas and initiatives from our new Minister and look forward to working closely.  
We seek inspirational Christian teaching, as well as enhanced community outreach.

The Kirk Session has voted to ‘depart’ in terms of  the Ministers and Deacons in Civil Partnerships and 
Same Sex Marriages Act.



Worship. . .
New worship initiatives have been well received, and include:

Café Church held once a month on Sunday mornings and is 
“church with a difference”.  Sitting around tables, instead of  in 
rows, we chat over coffee, sing contemporary Christian songs, 
and listen to a thought-provoking message, often via a YouTube 
link;  (example - Tom Bell’s ‘Rain’  https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=koutUz0Im48).  You can ask a question, or simply sit 
back and enjoy the informality.  At times, our young people sing 
a few songs or perform a short Christian-themed playlet.

Large Screen each Sunday we use our large screen for all our hymns and songs and often include 
YouTube clips as part of  the reflection (example - ‘Be a Rainbow in Other People’s Clouds’   see 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0nYXFletWH4).

Lighting of  Candles from time to time during our hymns, we have the opportunity to come forward 
individually to light candles for others in need.  On special weeks, we open 
our doors during the week to encourage reflection and prayer.  

In October, we mark the annual ‘Wave of   Light’ by setting up the 
Sanctuary as a place of  peace to support those who have been affected by 
the death of  a baby during pregnancy or during or shortly after birth.

Faith Courses run at St Martin’s and jointly with our neighbouring churches have included:
Aleph - a 10-week Alpha-type course
The Man Jesus
Just Eating?
The God Question (see  http://www.thegodquestion.tv/explore)

 

“We continue to be open to new initiatives as part of  our worship”.



What’s on at St Martins. . .
                                                                        
Stepping Stones this group of  children meet on 
Sunday mornings for stories, crafts, games and fun 
and join in our cafe church and services.  Small 
in number, we would challenge our new minister, 
elders and our youth volunteers to reach out to our 
communities, so that young families and children 
would learn more about Jesus' radical message.

B-Zone after Stepping Stones youngsters get 
involved in Sunday morning discussions over 
breakfast, worship at Cafe Church and various 
activities outwith the Church.  At present there are 
no youth attending but we hope that, under a new minister and with the support of  our elders and our 
congregation St Martin’s, B-Zone can be brought back again.

Junior Choir five of  our children’s workers recently started up a junior choir as a community outreach 
venture for youngsters from P4 - S2.   We currently have up to 15 youngsters attending.  They 
have performed in St Martin's to a well-attended audience, and are now learning more fun songs in 
preparation for another concert in early summer.  Our Children’s Workers also engage with parents who 
bring the youngsters each week.

Senior Choir we have a lively adult community choir (St Martin's Phoenix Community Choir), which 
has 35 members, meeting each week under great leadership, and singing a variety of  upbeat songs, 
in a fun and welcoming environment.  We have had a number of  opportunities to perform but we 
were all very excited to sing in St Giles Cathedral with Leith Community Choir, over Christmas 
2016, and we have been invited  back (see  https://www.facebook.com/158180844515408/
videos/379009605765863/).  Our most recent performance was in St Andrew's and St George's West 
Church which took place at the end of  March.



Razzle Dazzle Kids’ Drama  ten years ago, two St Martin’s Children’s Workers started up a 
community outreach kids' drama group for 6 – 11 year olds, and the group has gone from strength 
to strength.  We now have four children’s workers and fourteen local children, who come to make 
friends, gain confidence, play drama games, and learn acting skills.  Musical productions include We're 
on the Run' about Syrian refugees, 'Christmas in the Blitz', 'One Amazing Story – Life of  Joseph',  and 
'The True Easter Message'.   Our enthusiastic youngsters are amazing and they are looking forward to 
performing a summer musical. 

Craft House Group a welcoming house group for adults who would like to make new friends, in a 
very relaxed environment, and at the same time develop skills in a wide variety of  crafts, including card 
making, button art, decoupage, knitting and crocheting.  It's a chance to share ideas, help others, enjoy 
laughter - and put the world to rights over coffee.

Dementia Friendly run by St Martin's volunteers, this friendly and informal gathering is for those with 
dementia to meet and make friends, and for their families and carers to have time to talk, share and 
unwind in a kindly environment.  After elevenses, there is a chance to join in amusing and transporting 
activities with home-grown talent and visiting entertainment.  
Laughter, singing and dancing is very much on the menu, 
alongside support.  The group is held once a fortnight with a 
cream tea gathering in the summer and a Christmas party with 
over 70 people attending last year’s celebration -  a great time was 
had by all.



R U Still Game held monthly and run by St Martin’s volunteers, this friendly group welcomes up to 30 
local people who are lucky enough to be retired.  The 2017 programme includes fun and games, indoor 
curling, quizzes, a talk on Cuba, beetle drive, bingo, two charity fund raising events. 

Autumn Fair there is always such a buzz at our Autumn 
Fair as it brings the whole of  St Martin’s together, all 
working hard to make a success of  the morning and giving 
us the opportunity to welcome along those from our local 
community and many supporters from neighbouring 
churches.  Just under 200 people came along to our Fair 
last November to help us raise over £2,200.  What a great 
morning!

Wave of  Light Baby Loss Awareness Week runs each year between 9-15 October and throughout the 
week bereaved parents, family members and friends can commemorate the all-too-brief  lives of  their 
babies, knowing that thousands of  other families elsewhere in the world will be doing the same. The 

week also provides a crucial opportunity for people to talk 
openly about the subject of  and raise awareness of  baby loss. 
Everyone is invited to take part in this global event to remember 
all the babies that have died during pregnancy, at, during or after 
birth.  St Martin’s opens the church  each year on 15 October 
from 7 - 8pm to mark the annual waveoflight event with various 
stations to reflect, remember and to light a candle during that 
hour in unison with people from around the world.



Helping Others. . .
On an on-going basis we have given donations to these very special charities

The Railway Children ‘we believe in a world where no child ever has to live on 
the streets’   
http://www.railwaychildren.org.uk/?gclid=CK7Mmcrxo9ICFRI8GwodfOAD8Q 

Farm Africa – ‘helping farmers grow themselves out of  poverty’
http://www.farmafrica.org/where-we-work/where-we-work

Sands – ‘supporting anyone affected by the death of  a baby’
https://www.sands.org.uk/                       

Richmond’s Hope – ‘we believe we can make a difference in the lives of  
children who have been bereaved by supporting them through their grief  
using therapeutic play providing a safe haven for them to work out their 
feelings’  
http://www.richmondshope.org.uk/           
 
Christian Aid – ‘our vision is an end to poverty and we believe that vision can become a reality’
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/aboutus/

Makuyu Education Initiative – ‘a Kenyan children’s home for children where parents/guardians 
cannot afford to feed and care for their full families’  One of  St Martin’s congregation is currently 
volunteering here.
https://www.facebook.com/Makuyu-Education-Initiative-252603888102613/

Wilson Memorial Foodbank – ‘Jesus calls us to feed the hungry, quench the thirsty, befriend the 
stranger and clothe the naked’  St Martin’s is a Food bank collection point for Wilson Memorial.  Every 
Sunday, our congregation brings along food and basic supplies, and we take it to Wilson Memorial for 
local people in need.  
https://wilsonmemorial.org.uk/helping-others/

https://www.facebook.com/Makuyu-Education-Initiative-252603888102613/


Our Buildings . . . 
The Church 2017 will see the Church celebrate 60 years of  service in the Parish and during this 
time many changes have taken place, not least was the replacement of  the old Church by a new multi 
purpose building in 2013. Our new Church was built on the site of  the old building and was the first 
new-build Church for the Church of  Scotland in Edinburgh for 22 years. 

The multi-purpose building comprises an entrance 
vestibule with seats, a multi purpose Sanctuary which 
can seat up to 90, two fairly large meeting rooms which 
can be converted into one larger area due to a sliding 
panel, modern kitchen with all modern appliances, toilets 
and a disabled toilet and various storage cupboards. 
Large windows with sliding panels bring a light and airy 
feeling to both the Church and entrance vestibule. The 
flexible layout of  the building allows us to be innovative 
in different forms of  worship and make full use of  our 
modern AV sound system as well as utilizing the Church 
and rooms to accommodate our many activities.

The Manse is a substantial Victorian detached villa situated at 5 Duddingston Crescent and one of  
12 houses originally named The Twelve Apostles.  It is situated a very short walk from our Church and 
directly opposite the newly-constructed Portobello High School.

It has ideal family accommodation comprising three public rooms, five bedrooms, a study and two 
bathrooms. The house is fully centrally heated with double glazing throughout. An alarm system is 
fitted and this may be modernised shortly. Some refurbishment will be carried out in time for the new 
minister arriving.

There is a garden to the front with grass and borders and a fairly large garden to the rear mostly laid out 
to lawn with surrounding shrubs, trees and flower beds.

There is a bus stop at the front of  the house with regular transport into the city centre approximately 15 
minutes away. There is a nine hole golf  course just behind the new school and Portobello Beach is about 
15 minutes walk down the road. There is ample room for cars in the driveway and the large garage.

The catchment school for the area is: 
Brunstane Primary School, 106 Magdalene Drive, Edinburgh EH15 3BE



Where we’ve come from. . .
The original St. Martin’s Church was built in 1957 to serve the newly built council housing scheme of  
Magdalene as well as the existing Bingham and Jewel areas.

The parish is located in south-east Edinburgh and has clearly defined boundaries. It has easy access to the city 
By-pass and the main road South, the A1.

Six Ministers have ministered to the Parish during its existence.  In the early years the Church had many children 
attending due to the influx of  families into Magdalene and many youth organisations were attached to the 
Church. However this picture has changed with the passing of  the years as in so many other churches.
 
We are proud of  the fact that St. Martin’s was one of  the first Scottish churches to induct women elders 
when three members of  the church became elders in 1966 and this reflects the innovative and sometimes 
unconventional nature of  our Church. 

Additional Information. . .
LOCATED WITHIn THE PARISH ARE

The Housing Estates of  Bingham and Magdalene with a fair number of  privately owned houses in 
surrounding streets and a brand new estate of  private and social housing.

Brunstane Primary School the Minster is Chaplain to the primary school, although this can vary from 
time to time due to changing Head Teachers and their view on Christian education. 

Two elderly care homes a short weekly service at one of  the Care Homes has been the norm 
although most of  the residents suffer from dementia they manage to sing familiar hymns.

Asda we have had good links in the past with the nearby supermarket with the Minister visiting the 
staff  at fairly regular intervals. 

SOCIAL MEDIA

Website our vibrant website has been effective in bringing people to St Martin’s. Full of  up-to-date 
news of  ministry, activities and community outreach events. See www.stmartinsedinburgh.info. 

Facebook we have a lively Facebook page open to the public, and a closed group (42 members) with 
access through invitation.   

YouTube through YouTube links, we regularly listen to thought-provoking Christian messages in Cafe 
Church and regular Sunday services.  We sing a wide variety of  songs using our AV system linked to 
YouTube.  See http://www.stmartinsedinburgh.info/worship-music.



Vision for the future. . .
St Martin’s always has been and still is a challenging parish to minister to being situated in an area of  
mainly council housing with the relevant and associated social problems that entails.
However the Church has not survived for sixty years by not being able to cope with the demanding 
difficulties that sometime apply. To continue our journey of  faith and service to the community we seek 
a minister empowered by these circumstances and who will be driven and innovative in extending the 
Kingdom here in this place and who will rejoice with us in even the smallest of  successes.

Although, like many congregations, we are mainly of  mature age and with a shortage of  male members, 
nonetheless we have an enthusiastic and hardworking core who have the ability to promote and 
organise the many activities which draws people to our Church. Our new minister will have the talent 
necessary to build on this foundation and lead us forward in faith and by example. Despite the fact 
we are small in number a good percentage of  the membership regularly attend morning worship and 
an aim would be to push this even higher and to seek new members from the many people who pass 
through our doors on a monthly basis.

We would look to promote our relationship with the other churches in Portobello and to deepen our 
association with Portobello and Joppa which was one of  the aims of  our Plan of  Action and would 
look to our new minister to lead us forward in this quest. We would look for his or her guidance to 
heighten our influence in the local community through the local school, care homes, children’s home 
and to encourage the ongoing giving to the many charities this Church supports.

Each of  our ministers has brought their own particular skills and abilities to bear in the story of  St. 
Martin’s and we very much trust to providence that out next minister will add to that journey in their 
own unique way by encouraging and enhancing our Christian presence in this area
                

CAN YOU 
FILL THIS 
SPACE?



If  you would like to work with us to help fulfil God’s mission for this area, please apply by email to 
margaret.stmartins1@gmail.com, attaching a CV with the names of  two referees, together with a 
covering letter explaining the reasons for your interest.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Our Interim Moderator:     Clerk to the nominating Committee

Mrs Pauline Weibye     Mrs Margaret Taylor
E: pauline@weibye.net    E: margaret.stmartins1@gmail.com
T: 07799 716150     T: 0131 620 6020 
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